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The f.ro nt passage is decor.:ited in s trong co l ors with fields of pinkish mus tard 
above .:i borcler of ochre and a paiu1:ed turquoise "chair rail ", Below the turquoise 
is a fide! of r.eddish t an wit h a bor.der of deecp brown with b right yellow designs 
above the base moulding . The hall designs are predominantly fm1-like, do ts and 
s l e nder lin~s ; rec..·h'u' l'Urt f bands of color ,,1h1c h creat e pane l s m,t of wall spaces 
between architectural feacures ; dots, ovals, and c r esents creating abst ract f l ower
llke des i ~ns ; a nd serie~ of pain t ed bi:oken dentil shapes . Th~ co lor sch<:!me a nd 
combined de signs make f or an impressive entrance hc1ll. 

B,:ith parlors display mahogany mJ.n tcls with ionic columns supportin,i; a cu::;hlon 
freize with a mirror below framed by flat panels and resting ab uve the mantel shelf. 
All th r ee m~nte ls r~mnin on th~ first floor. Except for these late Vic t orian mantels, 

~t:~ the ()ak Hoodwo rk throughout thc::111s char nc t e rist lc of t,•oodwor k of Craftsman dei.;ien. 
Mouldings arc fla t a nd wide with few articulations , more a display of the wood it
self. The woodwork is said to have been l1<111d-scraped with gJ ass r .nther than sanded. 
Hand-scraping finely planes t he surface .'.lnd lends the wood t o ;:i more polished 1.ook 
than sanding . Al l doors have fine recessed panels. 

The-. parlor t ,1 the right ot' the fron t paBsngc is decontte<l in mor e subdued 
color s than t lte ha ll. The ~-round co l or of che \./o.1l.s , a rinkish p utcy acc.:e:ntua'tes 
predominantly grey b orders with deep browns , tan And ochTe <lesiins . TI1 e d ~s lgns 
themse lves arc blocks with broken dentil shapes , rectilinear bands, xas , cresents, 
dots, L1n- s hc1pes and simplistil'. leaf and vine. S tenci ling i.s on botll the w;.il l and 
ceiling. 

The parlor to Lhu left of the ha ll uses varying shades o( g,een an d white. 
The borders are somewhat more proli fie than i.n th e oth~r parlor a nd con tain bands 
of trinncl es , dot s a nd cre~ents on a deeper grea1than the walls ; simplistic tree 
or leave desi~ns in alternating l arge and small si~es again st a whit~ f ield; dot 
and dot wi t h crcse n t borders fonn a freize of alt c r nnting simplis tic tree :md flo,~
cr <lc$igns. Thes e. f l ower <l12H igns .:ne very similar to t:he s tec i.l design~ pre scribed 
by S tlck l ey i n his publicntions . Intcn;ections a t the corne r s of rooms provide a 
gruund for embe1 lished corner bloc.:b, outlined by fan and scallop s hapes . The wall 
s urfaces Rre lively yet JisplRy s uch controlled patterns that they do nutappea r 
over embellished. 

Once t heough the f ront passage, the floor plan appears to be a doub l e - pi le, 
cent r 3l pass a ge p lan, ho\.iever, thP- second hall is narrower, acconir,AOdo:ti" )'l second 
se t of stairs to the l e ft and sligh tly irreglllilr shared rooms on eithe r sldc . To 
the ri~h t of the hall is a roam , userl ns a bnthroom, decorated in various ~bodes 
of brigh t a nd ligh t blue . TI1 e designs appear more in p,rnels than i n borde rs o r 
freizes . A~.:'lin, the ceiling is_ decorated to the same extent . Fl ower s h.:i.pcs arc 
repea ted in this room . 

To the left of thC' second ha] l is che dining ,oom ,complct c wi. th s lwllow 
closets and panelled pass -through window . ShucJes o f bluis h g r een~ decor.'.lte the 
i-oom !1 C<~entu::ited by hr ick- r e d stenr · il ~d dc-s ip,ns U!;C<l 1n sirnp] e co:nbin ,1t inns. 

(Sec Continuation Sheet il'L) 
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Th i.s r oom has received th<:\ most dali1age , hc.wever , th e: paint app~ors fairly dur.abh.> 
benea t h tin: di.rt and scum. 

To the rear o f t h e. dining room is the kitchen with no painted decora tion . 
nirec t l y through t he re.,r hall door is a porch deck enclosed with tongue-a nd
groove wainscoat, l at tice and screen above . To t11e left is the third set of full 
si:e stai rs made exactly as the firs t two se t s . Relow these s t alrH is the s tair 
,:i nd ent r .-rnce to a full s .i. 7,e base1:-icnt . From this scrc.cned p,n-ch is an exit to the 
rear. of the house r.nd an artesian well in which the flooring is built a round . 

The s econd-floor rooms a nd hall repeat the same floor plan as below. 
Stend.ling continlles up each s tain.ell. Both halls and all four maj or rooms are 
decor ate~ with the aamc car u in choosing a comp l imen t a ry color sch~ne wi th many 
dif ferent col ors th3n those used previ ously . Various combinations of the same design 
e l ements tised on the fi n ic floor 3.re emplr.yE:d . 

The room aboV(> the kii:chen is painted a solid huf f color. The enc.los e<l porch 
area with s tairs appears to have been used as a sleeping porch . The att i c floor 
is reached thrcugh a small hall and stair to the left of the sccQ1Hl -pasnage right 
at the E::nt r ance to n bedroom at the lE:ft of t h~ second stair . ~lune of this floor 
<lisvlays d~co r ative: pa i nting. 

Hi rect.fy tu the rear of t:.he Har vey House i s the limestone founda t ion of a s mal l 
outbuil ti i ng , the. gas house \-:hich housed the acetylene light w.)rks for tltc property. 
The. house had ace t yl<:!ne lighting before converting to electricity . This and che 
how;:to> are all that r e main o I the 11ctrvey farm. The site nomi nDtcd includes only t he 
imn1ediate s urroundings of the house . Foui: large oi:lk trees frame the front (sou tht,cst) 
f .'l<:,ldl:! of t.he house which i s s urrounded by smaller t r ees antl shrnhb~~ry . Locatt~d 
Ln whRt was once a ]arge nnd pr~~<"'Ou.~ farm , tl1C'.: hou se occupies -,n~;(the the b(:.!:it 
vantagE: poi nu; in the county. It sits on G hill surrounded by platt-.n•,1s and co the 
North t h e reaks Knob mountain range. Looking southwest, the ori ~i.nal entrance an<l 
path are s till evident-lined with fruit trees. 'fo the nothe::ist and cast of t he 
house scnnd t he for~- bay barn, a smal l eor l ier house , silo , an<l lim~ ~t nn~ wal l. 
New conHtruction is to tht.? northeast of the house on ) nwc.r sitP.S except for a 

wati:rtowe r huilt adjac.ent to t he si t e . 
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s tayed unt il t he foll of 1911, plannine to spend the winter there. when he was 
k illed by a train near Wurno Station. lie is bur led in t he town of Pulaski. 

The freehand s tenciling is of excellent quality. Each room has imaginative 
d esign s and color sc::~ ·~me.s with no two alike . The painted walJ s c r eate l ively 
su r faces that comp le i1ent t he rooms ' he i ght and dimensloni:;, , The Harvey Hou se i s 
the on l y known stn : -~ture i n t he count y wllh this type 01 interior on i n tin~ > 
which ;::; tylist ic-a l 1y refle.cts sl~:.cil <lesigns p,ipu1ar during the latE:::- 19th 
c entury . 

A shrevcl businessm,rn and land speculator, Harv~y a,:quired several thousn.nds 
o f acres o f f arm land . He rai sed corn and \./hea t a nd s old timber . Harvey wa1:, 
known t hroughout the coun ties of PuJaski , Gi les, Floyd, an<l Hon tgomerv for his 
l ivestock. He ralserl catt l e , Shropshire s heep and draf t horses . The ~orfolk 
and West ern Rai lroad built a spur li11c onto his fa rm i.n ordE:r to morl! ·e a s ily 
a ccommodate transport of his agricultural products . Although Harvey cont inued 
t o 1·aise catt le until his de.ath, it was the breeding of draft horses such as 
Clydcsdal es that made hi m a pr0mi nent and in[luential man t n Southwes t Vi rginia. 
Since its fir st importat i on of French Perc~h eron horses in 1866 , Pulaski C0unty, 
one of the first pl3ccs in the Un ited States to brel!<l these horses , be.::ame 
[amous fo r its fine draft animals . 4 Harvey's horses won numerous t it l es f or the i r 
excel lence bringing many breeders to the farm for showings and thus making his 
home a well-known gathering place from the eady 1900's to wel l into the 1940's. 

l{orvey , who de s i r e d the most modern and efficient of agricul tural a nd 
ho use~old produc t s , had ace t ylene lights installed i n his house when it w~s 
fin; t bu i l t. The limestone ( ounc.lat i on u( the acetylene gas ho u se stil l r.emains . 
The main house was later converted to cle:c.tricity. The Harvey House was one of 
the fir st in the ai.-ea to h.'.1Ve a telephone line run to it: l ater nrca res idents 
t apped unto t h is line as a party line. Harvey w~s also an 3gent with the 
Nat ional Vireproofing Company of Pittsburgh, PA for NATCO I mper i s hilb l e Silos . 
Mail- order farm buildings were very popular in the eacly Lwenti~th century nnd 
r,;ecn as t he fas test v1ay of c reating a mode rn [arm . Before 191.4 , Harvey ha d a 
NATCO sila o f f ireproof holJow clay tiles built on his f arm and acquired p1ans 
for other NATCO fireproof farm buHdings. (The silo ls still standing al though 
it is not within the noinin::itcd site.) 

N.B. Harvey and his wife . Oceo l a Persinger , ra i sed five children at the 
Harvey home. His wlfe dyin~ hefo r c him, Horvey, at his death, div itic d his 
f arm among all five c hildr en .:tn<l grandchildren> h01t1ever, L:11.trD, the o ld .:?st was 
t o have the house until her deuth . Laur::1 rem,dn8d at the Harvey House ur.t il she 
was unable to care for herse.1 f and the property remained in tl lspute among 
f amil y members for many years after N.B. Harvey's death in 1963 . The trac t L'n 1-,hich 
tht> house r e mai ns wa s t o be cared for by a l ocal c~~t t le broker, un[ortunatt:ly > 

(See Continuation Sheet f/4 ) 
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without proper 
Pulaski County 
the house, the 
prop i! r ty as an 

s upervision for seve:ral ye.a rs the prc>perty fell i nto neglect . In 1984 , 
a cquired the site for an industrial park. After seeing the value of 
c ounty is considering a rehabilitation that wil l make use of the 
inteiral part of the park ' s admin istration. 

FOOTNOTES 

1
PulaHki County Land Tax Records fo r 1909 and 1910. 

2This book along with numerous building m;:Herial receipts were kep t trgether 
by Harvey and are now in the ooss1:=ssion of Angelina Haevcy Chisho lm, daughter, and 
Harvey Ch isholm, grandson, Mineral, Virginia 23117. 

3 Correspond ence to James D. Chapmon in ca re of N. B. H~rvey, 1909-1911 . 
Angelina H. Chisholm remembers Chapman and t11e duties he W3S contracted to do at 
the Harvey House. 

4
Pu l aski County, Virginia Com.rnisslon, J.umestown Exhibition, Pulaski Ct, uoty , 

Virgin i a, Banne r County of Southwest Virginia , A Historic an<l Descriptive Sketch. 
(Pulaski: Southwe~t Publishing Company, Inc., 1907). 

9. i'iAJOR BILJLIOGf'.A.?HICi\L Rl':FERE:,cr.s 

Cctisholm, Angelina Harvey . ?er s onal Intervi ew. July, lS/35. 

Chisho ll:t, Harvey . Te levhone Intervie,·1:5. Ja:1uar/, Februar:,·, ;.:eirch, 198S . 
Personal Interview. July, 1935. 

Pulask i County . La:1d Tax f<ecord s . 1909, l 5<10 . 

Let1:.ers to James :) . C!'la~::man i n care of N. B. llarvey. /lug. 17, 1')00 , Au<J. 31 , 1909 , 
Sept . 3, 1909, Se~t. 23, 1909 , 0CL. 1, 1909. 

Pulask i County, Vir g i nia Cornr:1.i. ssio!1, Ja::1!~stm1:1 r::xhibi tion. !'ula?J(i Co m_,t-·.~· ,_\_'1._· -:_ginia, 
Danne r Count:/ of S0uth1·1P.$ t Virginia, A Hi s toric ano D0sr:r i :1tiv~tcl·, . Pulaski : 
.Sout hwest Pu::.lis hing Co . , lnc ., l ' )07 . 

Radfor<i A.re hi tectural C:)r.1pany. T:11; !',at'.for6 Awerican llor.:os. Chica,.10, t'-:ew York: 
Radford Archi tecturdl Co:n ... , an :; , 19J3. 

Sanders , Barry, eci. The Cr af t s_?,an , an ;).ntholo,;,:. Ed i ted b:i· Gustave Stickley. 
S ,-, 11tn nr1n,nrr1 <'11 1;.i Solt Letko Cit~·; i.'~rcgr i 1) C' !'i r,, , t ;~ , Inc:. , 1')78. 
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